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BY MALCOLM BARLOW 


A huge spinning mule has 


stopped serving the Aldon Spin- 
ning Mills in Talcottville after 
more than half a century, 

The skilled craftsmen need- 
ed to run it are dying off and 
. new, simpler machines do the 
spinning better, according to G. 
Robert Cavedon, secretary of 
the mills and son of the owner 
and president, Alfred W. Cave- 
don. 


The mule removal represents | 


just another step ahead by the 
more than 100-year-old mill. It 
has prospered along the Tank- 
erhoosen River since long be- 
fore the Civil Wiar. 

Just how old ithe plant is, the 
Cavedons cannot say, 

But Gaetano Simoncelli, 
former Talcottville postmaster, 
and his wife, Alice, filled in 
many details. 

John Werburton smuggled 
spinning machine parts from 
England and started a small 
factory on the Tiankerhoosen 
about 1805. The man is now 
buried in the tiny graveyard at 
Rt. 83 and Dobson Rd, 

A man named Kelog then 
bought it. He later sold it to 
the Talcott brothers in the 
1850's. 

j Wool for Caps 

The Talcott family won a 
name for themselves as they 
built the. plant up. They made 
overcoat material and the wool 
that went into much of Ameri- 
ca’s wool caps, no longer in 
style. 

Talcott cloth was ‘‘famous the 
country over,” Simoncelli said. 
Their cloth “compared with the 
English” he added. 

The plant was large enough 
to support a 
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“Spinning Mule of 1890's Calls It a Day 


G. Robert Cavedon of Aldon inspecting old mule 


when the process is multiplied 
by 360 spindles and*then by sev- 
en mules. | 

The mules were first built in 
the early 1890's. 

More up-to-date ring spinners 
are now Aldon’s standbys. 

With tthe mules Aldon has 
“done quite well,” Cavedon not- 


is looking for more room. It has 
the money and concern to keep 
the plant looking good in the 
small village of Talcottville in 
the southwestern corner of Ver- 
non. Pa 
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